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We hope that all the different races and religions can treat one another equally

and live in harmony, and that we hold the same ideals and understanding.

1. All the ancient saints and sages are positive that a man’s self-nature is good.

2. All living beings have Buddha nature.

3. All things have Dharma nature.

4. We are positive that our true self-nature can see, hear, feel and is all-knowing.

5. We are positive that our true self-nature is pure, perfectly good,

compassionate, and grateful.

6. All beings originally were able to live in harmony, and treated each other

equally.

7. All beings originally tolerated one another, and were able to love and re-

spect one another.

8. All beings originally trusted each other with true sincerity, and showed con-

cern for one another.

9. All beings originally took care of one another, and co-operated with one

another.

10. Our mind give rise to the whole universe, our body fills everywhere tran-

scending space and time.

11. Do what virtue and morality call for you to do, holding sincerity in your

mind and do away with all evil.

12. Learn to be a teacher for all and act as a model for the world to follow.

Understanding the Concept of “One Living Entity”

A Multicultural World - Path to Permanent Stability and Peace
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All the sentient beings, including Buddhas, and people, have the same self-

nature, and therefore have the capacity to be all knowing; have the same dharma

body, and therefore have the potential to achieve the same perfectly virtuous

appearance.

The only difference between Buddhas and us is that we are deluded while

Buddhas are enlightened. Due to different degrees of delusion, our physical ap-

pearances are now different.  We are but one entity, each with different names.

That is the reason why all people of the world should love one another without

any differentiation.  We are all part of “One Living Entity”.  To people who are

older than we are, we should be respectful and caring just the way we are respect-

ful and caring to our own parents.  Those younger than we are, we should love

and protect just the way we love and protect our own children.  We learn, by

using sincerity, purity and equality, to practice love and care for every one.

We must start by practicing it on ourselves.  First, we need to resolve our

inner inequality, confrontations and conflicts towards everybody and everything.

Once our own body and mind are in peace, that is how we can bring peace to our

families, our neighbours, and our town.  We can help the town we live in turn

into a mutually respectful, loving and peaceful community.  Only then can we

extend this change to the whole world.  Thus, “the world as one family” can be

realized. I sincerely hope that people of vision and virtue, can lead our society

and jointly promote this profoundly meaningful social educational work.

Most respectfully yours,

Chin Kung

Christmas 2003
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Chairman, members of the committee and 
honored guests,

    I am honored to be invited to share my view 
at UNESCO Asia NGO Network Conference on 
the topic of What Should Be Done for Education 
in the Next Ten Years for a Sustainable Future.  
I strongly feel that this is the most solemn topic 
for the 21st Century.

    When we look at the turmoil of the world 
today, and the chaos experienced by our society, 
many are probing for an answer in the hope to 
seek for solutions.  Many people have asked me 
the same questions.  I think this is a question 
concerning education.  In the Book of Rites, 
the Confucius Scripture, it was written that 
"Education is essential in building a country for 
a regime and its people." 
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    What created these problems?  These 
problems are caused by the failure in our 
educational policies on all levels, especially 
when we lack the teachings of the ancient saints 
and sages today. China was impacted greatly 
by Western culture, lost her self-confi dence, 
doubted the teachings of the ancient saints and 
sages and became distant to the teachings of 
Confucius, Mencius and Buddha Shakyamuni.  
Due  to  the  advancements  in  sc ien t ifi  c  
technology, the West now doubts the validity of 
religious education.  Fewer people believed in 
the words of Bible.  There was even declaration 
that God is dead.  These beliefs are the root 
causes for all our natural and man-made 
disasters.

    The ancient Chinese saints like Yao and Shun 
taught people the following fi ve principles as 
the ultimate goal of an education:  1. Parents 
should love and care for their children, children 
should have love and devotion to their parents.  
2. The ruler should be kind to their subjects. 
The subjects should be loyal to the ruler.  3. 
Husbands and wives should love one another.  
4. Siblings should live in harmony.  5. Friends 
should be trustworthy to one other.  They have 
also taught people to discipline themselves, to 
be loyal and credible in their spoken words, and 
to be sincere and discreet in their behaviors.  
When dealing with daily matters, people 
were taught to question their own actions 
to make sure what they did were done with 
kindheartedness and justifi cation, not for what 
they could profi t from it; They were taught to 
endeavor to the best of their ability to make 
everything fair and reasonable, and not to be 
concerned with their own contribution.  When 
it came to interactions with others, they did not 
do to others what they did not want others to 
do to them.  When they encountered obstacles 
and could not get the results they wanted, they 
refl ected on themselves to search for the reasons 
why they had failed.  Later on Confucius and 
Mencius followed their teachings and made 

them the basic principles of education and the 
guiding policies for China over the past four 
thousand years.

    The Confucians say that "the true nature of 
human is good".  The philosophy of education 
made it clear from the beginning that the 
true nature of human is good and kind.  The 
development of unkindness is caused by the 
contamination of bad habits in life.  Therefore, 
the saints and sages highly valued the work of 
education.  Only proper education can prevent 
the bad and the evil from ever developing, thus, 
protect and even enhance the original kind 
nature of people.  Education can change people 
from being evil to being good, turn hostility into 
friendship, resolve confl icts to turn bitterness 
into brotherliness, and transform ordinary 
people to saints.  All the ancient Chinese saints 
and sages understood this principle.  This is 
the reason why it was said that "education is 
essential in building a country for a regime 
and its people."  It simply stated that in order 
to build a country or a regime and to properly 
guide and teach its people, education is the most 
important factor of all. 

    There are four important types of education.  
The education system is complete only when 
all types are there: the fi rst one is the family 
education, the second one is the school 
education, the third is the social education, 
and the fourth is the religious education.  Of 
these four types, the family education is the 
main foundation, and the religious education is 
what makes an education complete and perfect.  
When all four types of education are set into 
motion, the world will be at peace, our society 
will be stable and people will be happy.  If 
we neglect any one of them, our world would 
undoubtedly become chaotic.

    Let us look at how our societies are formed 
today.  From a basic family unit to a country, 
then to the whole world, most of the teachings 
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available are for the purpose of making profi ts.  
The families no longer care about moral 
principles.  Many couples are either busy in 
getting divorces or busy in making money.  
They neglect to educate their children and be 
their role models; therefore, the children today 
do not listen to their parents.  The current school 
education only concentrates on the teachings of 
competitive knowledge in the fi elds of science, 
technology, and economics.  It has neglected 
the teachings of moral principles and subjects 
on humanities; therefore, the students do not 
listen to their teachers.  The social education 
today is severely contaminated.  Just look at the 
daily newspapers, magazines, TV programs, 
movies, and internet, majority of them teaches 
people how to kill, steal, lusting and lying.  
They neglect the teachings on the principle of 
cause and effect.  The only concern that people 
have is their own interests.  There are little 
kindness, gratitude or faithfulness among human 
relationship.  As for the religious education, it 
has become a formality.  It only concentrates 
on the religious rituals and ceremonies.  
People do read the scriptures but they do not 
understand their true meaning.  Without the 
actual knowledge and understanding of the 
scriptures, how could one practice in its true 
spirit?  Therefore, we no longer have religious 
education.  Today all four types of education 
have degenerated.  How can this world stay out 
of turmoil?  For those who truly want to save 
this world from the pending disasters, there is 
no other way than to re-implement these four 
types of education as soon as possible.

    Family is the fundamental structure of 
society.  "When every family lives in harmony, 
everything will prosper."  When the families are 
in harmony, how can the world not be at peace, 
the society not in stability?  The harmony and 
happiness within a family can only be achieved 
when the relationships within a family are 
harmonious and each parent fulfi lls his or her 
duties.  They will act together to prevent any 

wrong doings from happening, stop all deviated 
behaviors, and cultivate good deeds.  Parents of 
olden days understood this principle; therefore, 
in front of their children, the parents were bound 
by the proper etiquettes.  They would not leave 
any bad impressions on their children’s minds.  
The parents respected the teachers and parents 
acted respectfully towards the teachers in front 
of their children.  When the children saw how 
respectful their parents were to their teachers, 
it helped the children have confi dence in their 
teachers and thereby accepted their teachings.  
This is called a family education.  The teachers, 
on the other hand, acted as the role models 
for the students and taught the students to be 
dutiful at home.  From this we can understand 
the reasons why the children and the students 
do not listen nowadays.  Who is responsible 
for this?  Mencius said: "It is the parents’ fault 
when children are raised but not taught. When 
teachers teach without being strict with their 
students, teachers are lazy."  This happens 
when both the parents and the teachers are not 
exemplary in their behaviors and do not fulfi ll 
their duties well.

    Now let us look at the religious education.  
All religions were originally multicultural social 
education.  All the religious scriptures place 
emphasis on the family education.  For example, 
it was repeatedly said in the Old Testament of 
the Bible that "God loves all people."  In the 
Koran of Islam, it said that "Allah is indeed 
merciful to all people in this world."  Again, 
it said that "you ought to love and be devoted 
to your parents, to live in harmony with your 
relatives and kinsfolk, and to speak only kind 
words to people."  The Buddhists say that 
"loving-kindness and compassion are the base 
of all relationships, and they are also our driving 
force to accommodate all people and to make 
sure they can be benefi ted."  Therefore, the goal 
of all religious teachings in this world is about 
unconditional loving-kindness and compassion. 
They teach people to respect one another, to 
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live in harmony, and to treat people equally 
without differentiating their nationalities or 
races.  Therefore, all religions are education 
about peace and selfl ess compassion.  They 
teach people to love one another and to love 
all living beings. All the religious scriptures 
are broad-minded.  The Buddhists say that 
"the mind encompasses all."  If we are only 
concerned about ourselves and not the others, 
this is not the God’s will, nor is it the purpose 
or the goal of religious teachings.  That is only 
the will and the wish of a certain individual or a 
group of people.

    Therefore, if the religious followers do not 
delve deeper into the meaning of their scriptures 
and practice them accordingly, then their 
religions become superstitious.  The religion 
itself is not a superstition.  The nature of its 
education is benefi cial to all.  It can truly save 
the people and helps to turn their lives around. 

    The scriptures of the saints and the sages tell 
us that in a society, no matter what profession 
we are in, we are performing following duties: 
a ruler, a parent, or a teacher."  Anyone who 
wishes to achieve high moral standard, or to 
succeed in a career within this lifetime cannot 
live outside this principle.

    Here "a ruler" refers to a person in a 
leadership position.  The leader guides in the 
front, people follow him from behind.  He will 
lead the people onto the right path so the people 
following him will not go astray.  Therefore, 
the leader must have wisdom, virtues, moral 
conducts, and knows how to accommodate 
people properly.  "A parent" means the giving 
of kindness and care.  We should love and care 
for the others in the same way that we love and 
care for our own children.  If you are the boss in 
a company, you should care for all your workers 
as you care for your children.  Then why 
wouldn’t the workers remain loyal to you?  "A 
teacher" is a person in the position to teach and 

to guide people.  Teachers should become role 
models for all, to always love and protect the 
people they teach as if they are their students. 
None of us can escape from performing these 
three duties.  To fulfi ll these three duties, we 
must rely on and live by the virtues and the 
moral principles taught by the ancient saints and 
sages. Only then every family will be happy, our 
societies will be stable and our world will be at 
peace.

    We know that the teachings of all the ancient 
saints and sages of every country and all the 
sacred religious teachings are recorded in the 
scriptures.  They contain such abundance in 
knowledge.  All we need to do is to follow the 
teachings of the scriptures then we can restore 
the four types of education.  Therefore, I hope 
that all of us can understand the importance 
of education on the topics of virtues, moral 
conducts and principles, especially on restoring 
the sacred teachings of the saints and the sages.  
How would we achieve it?  I suggest that 
UNESCO establishes a University of World 
Religions for the 21st Century.  Each religion 
establishes a school within.  Let the religious 
education push the four types of our education 
forward to make it work and last.  Only then 
will the world of the 21st Century see a beam of 
light, and our world would be saved. 

    I am most fortunate to have this opportunity 
to offer my humble opinions on this topic.  Any 
comment will be greatly appreciated.  Lastly, I 
wish you all good health, happiness, and best of 
fortunes!  Thank you all!

Chin Kung

Honorary Professor of Griffi th University 
& Honorary Professor of the University of 
Queensland 
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Peace & Harmony Among Beings of Peace & Harmony Among Beings of 
Diverse Religions & NationalitiesDiverse Religions & Nationalities
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“Realizing and Applying the Education of “Realizing and Applying the Education of 
Love and Peace”Love and Peace”

Presented by Venerable Master Chin Kung, Presented by Venerable Master Chin Kung, 
Hon. Ph.D.Hon. Ph.D.
President, Pure Land Learning College, President, Pure Land Learning College, 
AustraliaAustralia
Honorary Professor, Griffi th University and Honorary Professor, Griffi th University and 
the University of Queensland, Australiathe University of Queensland, Australia
24 August 200424 August 2004

    I am glad to learn that my call for “The 
Restoration of the Education of Morality
” the last time was warmly received by this 
conference. I was greatly touched when I heard 
that the objective of this year’s conference 
is to discuss the implementation of the four 
educations. In this severely chaotic world in 
which we are living, conscientious people like 

you working together to save the world is like 
a dawning of a new morning, giving hope to 
all people. I greatly appreciate your giving me 
this opportunity to share my humble views on 
how to implement the four educations. I deeply 
feel that these four educations are crucial to the 
survival and prosperity of this world in the 21st 
century.

Confl  ic t  Resolut ion Rel ies  Only on Confl  ic t  Resolut ion Rel ies  Only on 
EducationEducation

    Education has four essential parts—these four 
parts are actually one entity and should never 
be separated. The fi rst part is family education. 
The second part is school education. The third 
is social education. The fourth is religious 
education. Of these four parts, family education 
is the foundation, and religious education 
rounds it up by making the education complete 
and perfect. These four educations form the 
education of morality that the ancient Chinese 
taught their descendents. 

    Throughout history and the world, all 
teachings of the sages and of the religious 
scriptures taught moral education, which is 
following the rules of nature. These rules of 
nature are the teachings of all saints and sages. 
These teachings are not from any particular 
person, but they are the natural rules of our 
world. They represent the truth. When all four 
educations are well implemented, people will be 
happy, society will be stable, and the world will 
be at peace. If we neglect these four educations, 
serious confl icts will undoubtedly arise in our 
society.

    Today, every one of us encounters the same 
problems: confl icts between couples and in 
families. How can we resolve them? There are 
also confl icts among nations, among ethnic 
groups, and among religions. These are major 
confl icts in society. Each of us has oppositions 
against people, matters, and objects within our 
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mind. These are our major personal confl icts. 
This problem of confl icts is serious, so serious 
that it is beyond the imagination of ordinary 
people. Today’s problems, explained in terms of 
the Buddha’s teachings, result from the eruption 
of all the seeds and habits of resentment and 
anger accumulated in everyone’s past lives and 
imbedded in our sub-consciousness, the Alaya 
Consciousness.

    In our current societies, there are so many 
people who we do not see eye to eye with. 
I think most of us have had the experience 
of not liking whoever or whatever we see. 
Why? Because resentment and hatred have 
accumulated over immeasurable eons of 
time. This is indeed worrisome. If everyone
’s resentments and hatred were to erupt at 
one time, “the end of the world,” according 
to western religions, will come. The end of 
the world means that the whole world will be 
destroyed, and we will start again from the very 
beginning. That will be truly horrifying! Hence, 
confl icts must be resolved. If not, retribution 
involved through countless lifetimes will 
never end, and the ensuing suffering would be 
unbearable for all involved.

    Can confl icts be resolved? How do we 
resolve them? Buddhism says that our living 
environment would change in accord with the 
changes of our minds. If everyone harbours 
resentment and hatred, the world will surely 
be destroyed. However, if everyone is happy, 
loving, and grateful, then this world would 
become the Western Pure Land. 

    There is actually no difference between our 
Saha world and the Pure Land. The Western Pure 
Land was not built by Amitabha Buddha, nor is 
our world created by God, nor is it governed by 
Yama, the King of Hell. The Buddha told us in 
the sutras that the mind is our true master. With 
kind thoughts, we perceive everything in this 
world as good. Every person is a good person. 

Every thing is a good thing, and every object is 
a good object. Nothing is bad. With such pure 
minds and pure benevolence, this world is the 
Avatamsaka World, the Western Pure Land, or 
Heaven.

    How do we cultivate pure minds and 
benevolence? We must rely on the ancient 
sages’ teachings of love and peace. It is said in 
the Book of Rites, "Education is essential in 
building a country and in guiding its people."
    Education teaches people to awaken. To what 
do we awaken? We awaken to the reality of life 
and the universe.

    The reality of life and the universe consists 
of three topics: fi rst, the relationships among 
people, second, the relationships between 
people and their living environment, and third, 
the relationships between people and spirits [all 
beings in the different dimensions]. Those who 
truly understand these three relationships are 
called Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, and sages. Those 
who cannot understand are called ordinary 
people.

    If we do not understand the reality, it is 
natural that we will treat people, matters, 
and everything according to our wandering 
thoughts, discriminations, and attachments. 
How can this not cause problems? Our living 
environment is thus turned into the Saha world, 
a world of ultimate misery. When we thoroughly 
understand and awaken, this world will be the 
Western Pure Land or Heaven.

    The root causes of turmoil in today’s world lie 
in the neglect of moral cultivation at all levels 
of education. The teachings of ancient sages 
on love and peace are especially neglected. 
Chinese people were seriously impacted by 
western culture. They lost confi dence in their 
own culture and doubted the teachings of the 
ancient sages. So they distanced themselves 
from the teachings of Confucius, Mencius, and 
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Sakyamuni Buddha. 

    Due to advances in technology, westerners 
doubt religious education. They no longer 
believe in the teachings of the Bible-religious 
followers no longer honestly follow the true 
teachings of God.

    These are the root causes of natural and 
man-made disasters today.

Religious Education Should Inspire the Religious Education Should Inspire the 
Other Three EducationsOther Three Educations

    When we look at the structure of society 
today, we see that the whole world, from the 
basic unit of the family to the whole country, 
emphasizes competition. Family values are 
ignored, and the divorce rate is increasing. 
Parents are too busy making money to care for 
their children’s education. They do not serve 
as role models for their children. Therefore, 
children today do not listen to their parents.

    School education emphasizes teaching the 
competitiveness of scientifi c technology and 
economics, and neglects the education of 
morality and humanities. Therefore, students do 
not listen to their teachers.

    Social education is severely contaminated. 
Just look at today’s newspapers, magazines, 
television programs, movies, and the Internet. 
Much of the content is about killing, stealing, 
sexual indulgence, and lying. The teaching of 
causality is ignored. As a result, there are only 
materialistic relationships; there is no more 
loyalty or gratitude between people.

    As to religious education, we can see 
that many religious teachings exist only as 
formalities and rituals. Scriptures are recited but 
their teachings are no longer understood. If the 
teachings are not understood, how can one truly 
practice them? With the deterioration of the four 

educations, how could the world not be chaotic?

    Today, family education, school education, 
and social education have abandoned the moral 
teachings. It is virtually impossible to restore the 
moral teachings through these three educations. 
Only religious education is still teaching 
loving-kindness, peace, and respect for saints 
and sages. There is still a glimmer of hope for 
our world—reliance on religious education. 

    Religious education teaches us to believe 
in God and his teachings, to believe in the 
principles of causality. Conscientious people 
who want to save the world from pending 
disasters must restore religious education 
urgently. If we believe in God, believe in 
the principles of causality, and believe in the 
teachings of the saints and sages, starting 
with religious education, we gradually restore 
moral teachings in family, school, and social 
educations. Then this world can still be saved. It 
is not the end of the world yet.

    In January of this year, we were here 
for discussions on a 10-year Proposal for 
Sustainable Education Development initiated 
by UNESCO Asia NGO Network Summit. 
We have reached a consensus that the most 
effective way to reach stability and peace is to 
promote and implement religious education. We 
should concentrate all our human, material, and 
fi nancial resources to provide education for the 
whole world.

    All religions, including Islam, Christianity, 
Buddhism, and others, teach virtues, morality, 
loving-kindness, and peace. We should know 
that it is very important for us to explain them 
clearly and to implement them in our daily 
lives. How did the Chinese [leaders] rule China 
since ancient times? It was not by military 
power, police power, economics, or scientifi c 
technology but by education. “Education is 
essential in building a country and in guiding its 
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people.”

    The method employed by all the ancient 
sagacious Chinese leaders was education. And 
the teachings of the sages are very simple and 
relevant.

T h e  E s s e n c e  o f  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  o f  T h e  E s s e n c e  o f  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  o f  
Loving-kindness and PeaceLoving-kindness and Peace

    The famous English historian Arnold Toynbee 
once said that to solve the social problems in 
the 21st century, one must rely on the thoughts 
of Confucius and Mencius, and on Mahayana 
Buddhism. He said in his book “The Genesis 
of Pollution,” published in 1973, “the founders 
of the less crude religions and philosophies 
have perceived that the nature of divinity is not 
power but love, benevolence, and humanity. The 
Buddha, the Bodhisattvas, and Christ stand not 
for the exercise of power but for self-abnegation 
and self-sacrifi ce. Confucianism and Shinto 
stand for a harmonious co-operation between 
man and nature; Taoism for letting nature 
take her course, undisturbed by impertinent 
and clumsy human interference. Surely the 
Weltanschauung that follows from these more 
perceptive and less aggressive religious and 
philosophical traditions is the one that now 
offers the most promising hope of salvaging 
mankind. The injunction to “subdue,” which 
modern man has taken as his directive, is 
immoral, impractical, and disastrous.” [Horizon, 
Volume 15, No. 3, Summer, pp.4-9].
Confucianism and Buddhism teach us the 
following fi ve principles: 1. Parents should love 
their children, and children should be fi lial to 
their parents. 2. Rulers should be kind to the 
subjects, and the subjects should be loyal to 
the rulers. 3. Husbands and wives should love 
one another. 4. Siblings should live in harmony. 
5. Friends should be trustworthy. The natural 
and ethical human relationships of parents and 
children, rulers and subjects, husbands and 
wives, and friends are called “Tao,” or the Way. 

These relationships are naturally formed, not 
devised by any particular person. The rules of 
nature are Tao.

    "Virtue" means following Tao. Chinese 
sages subsumed all virtues into eight: fi lial 
piety, fraternal love, loyalty, trustworthiness, 
courtesy, justice, honesty, and honor. Another 
version is fi lial piety, fraternal love, kindness, 
loving, trustworthiness, justice, harmony, and 
fairness. These two versions can be combined 
into "To treat others with fi lial piety, fraternal 
love, loyalty, trustworthiness, kindness, and 
loving; to coexist with others courteously, justly, 
honorably, and peacefully." This is the goal of 
our education of morality.

Love reaches everywhere.Love reaches everywhere.
Kindness fi lls our world.Kindness fi lls our world.

    The ancient Chinese leaders and sages 
understood these principles, so they advocated 
the important guideline of “Education is 
essential in building a country and in guiding its 
people."

    What is most important factor in establishing 
country or a regime and in guiding all the 
people? Education.
Confucians say that all people are innately 
good. The philosophy of education fi rst asserts 



16

that human nature is innately good, and any 
badness is acquired after birth. Therefore, the 
sages highly value education. They believe that 
only education can avoid badness and protect, 
and even enhance, the innate goodness of 
human nature. Education can turn malevolent 
people into good ones, enemies into friends, 
hated foes into close brothers, deluded people 
into awakened beings, and ordinary people into 
sages.

    The family is the basic unit of our society. 
"When there is harmony in a family, all 
under takings  wil l  be  successful .”  “All  
undertakings will be successful” also applies 
to society, the country and the world. When all 
families live in harmony, how could society not 
be stable and the world not in peace? Happiness 
of a family depends on the parents to be the role 
models of “fulfi lling one’s duties, refraining 
from bad acts, and cultivating good deeds” for 
their children to learn from.

    In the past, parents understood this principle. 
Therefore, they would talk and behave with 
propriety and honour in front of their children 
to avoid giving a bad impression to the children. 
The parents respected the teachers, and the 
children could see it when the parents behaved 
respectfully to the teachers. When the children 
saw how respectful their parents were to their 
teachers, they felt confi dent with their teachers 
and accepted their teachings. This is family 
education. The teachers were also good models 
and taught the students to be fi lial to their 
parents and to respect their elders and the sages.

    From this we can see who should be 
responsible for the rebelliousness in children 
and students. Mencius said, “It is the father
’s fault to raise but not teach the child. The 
teacher is lazy if he is not strict with the student 
when teaching.” Therefore, it is the parents and 
teachers who are responsible because they have 
not done their duty.

    The teachings of the sages tell us that in 
society, regardless of our occupations, everyone 
has the mission to be a leader, a parent, and a 
teacher. Anyone who wishes to attain virtues 
and succeed in a career in this lifetime needs to 
follow this principle.

    To be a leader, a parent, and a teacher was 
the ancient sages’ mindset when interacting 
with others. King Tang of the Shang dynasty in 
China was a sage. He once said, “If people are 
at fault, all blame lies with me.” Why did he 
say that? He said so because he was the king. 
If his subjects were guilty of wrongdoing, it 
was because he, the king, did not do a good job 
teaching them.

    Similarly, in our families, if one person is 
bad, we are to blame. Why? Because we did not 
do a good job teaching that person. We cannot 
blame other people, such as our siblings or 
our parents. If we are awakened, then we will 
understand that we failed to exert good infl uence 
on our family. Thus, it is our fault.

    Ordinary people differ from sages because 
ordinary people blame others and claim credit 
for themselves. This is a grave offence for one 
to commit. Nothing is worse.

    King Tang said, “If a group is not doing 
good, it is its leader’s fault because he has not 
done a good job.” A leader has the responsibility 
to fulfi l the three roles of a leader, a parent, 
and a teacher. If a leader can fulfi l these three 
roles, then he will have boundless merits and 
virtues. To be a leader is to take up leadership 
by making plans and guiding other people. To 
be a parent is to act like a parent by guiding and 
providing a good life for others. To be a teacher 
is to teach others. If a leader does not do a good 
job in teaching or in helping others solve their 
problems of life, his leadership is at fault, and 
he will face serious consequences. What King 
Tang said are words of wisdom, and leaders at 
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all levels in society should know this.

    Everyone should assume the duties of being 
"a leader, a parent, and a teacher." When we do 
so, we must rely on the moral principles taught 
by the sages. Only then will everyone have a 
happy family, will society be stable, and will 
our world be peaceful.

    At the farewell dinner of the last Okayama 
Summit, I mentioned that if we wanted to 
achieve world peace, we should change our 
mindset: Others are always right, and we are 
always wrong. I said, "Even though others 
might be wrong, we should still assume that 
they are right. Even though I am right, I should 
assume that I am wrong." 

    Upon hearing my words, the conference 
participants all expressed that it was too diffi cult 
to do so. I said: "No matter how diffi cult 
this is, we still should practice it. This is our 
contribution to world peace and stability. If 
we cannot do so, then we are only paying lip 
service to world peace and stability. It will never 
be achieved. World peace advocates should all 
have this attitude: ‘Others are always right; I am 
the one who is wrong. I am wrong even when 
I am right. And even when others are wrong, 
they are right.’" This corresponds with what 
Zhuangzi [an ancient Taoist master] said: "All 
merits lie with others; all faults lie with me."

All Religions Should Cooperate to Promote All Religions Should Cooperate to Promote 
the Education of Loving-kindness and Peacethe Education of Loving-kindness and Peace

    Originally all religions were forms of 
multicultural social education. We identify 
Buddhism as a multicultural social education 
because the Buddha had taught people regardless 
of their nationalities, races, and cultures, and 
social positions. As long as they were willing 
to accept the teachings, the Buddha accepted 
them as his students. Everyone studied together 
and was treated equally. Therefore, Buddhism is 

called a multicultural social education.

    Other  re l ig ions ,  such as  Is lam and 
Christianity, also teach people regardless of 
their nationalities, races, and social positions. 
Every religion does not limit propagation of 
its teachings to people in only one country or 
to only one race; it propagates its teachings to 
the whole world. Therefore, all religions are a 
multicultural social education.

    The scriptures of all religions emphasize 
the teaching of loving-kindness and peace. For 
example, the Quran says "Allah is indeed loving 
and merciful to all people in this world." It also 
says "You shall be dutiful to your parents, live 
in harmony with your kinfolk, and speak kind 
words to others."

    It is repeatedly stated in the Old and 
New Testaments that God loves all people. 
Buddhists say, "Compassion is the essence, and 
expediency is the means." Thus, all religions use 
"compassion, loving-kindness, harmony, and 
equality" as their guiding principle of teaching. 
They all teach people to respect one another, to 
live in harmony, and to treat all people equally 
regardless of nationalities or races.

    Therefore, all religions are really the 
education of peace and loving-kindness. All 
the religious texts refl ect broad-mindedness. 
Buddhists say "The mind is as broad as the 
universe." It is not God’s will or the aspiration 
of religious teachings that we be concerned only 
with ourselves and belittle others. Rather, this is 
only the will of certain individuals.

    If followers of a religion do not study the 
scriptures of that religion and do not implement 
the teachings in daily life, then their beliefs in 
this religion are deluded. There is no delusion 
in religion. The nature of religious education 
is good. Religious education aims to help all 
beings.
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    Everyone asks the same questions: How 
was the universe formed? Where did life come 
from? How was the world created? Where do 
space, the Dharma realms, all the lands, and the 
sentient beings mentioned in Buddhism come 
from? Who created them?

    The teachings of all religions say that God 
created everything. The creator is God, and 
there is only one true God in the universe. 
Different religions use different names but they 
are talking about the same God. Buddhism 
uses the term "Dharma Nature" instead of God. 
The Avatamsaka Sutra says "Manifested by the 
mind and altered by the consciousnesses." The 
mind and the consciousness mentioned here 
are True Nature and are equivalent to God and 
Allah in other religions. This is the fundamental 
condition and belief that we must have when we 
learn a religious education.

    Thus we fi rmly believe that different religions 
are created in different forms and taught 
through different methods by the same God. 
The different manifestations of God are for the 
convenience of teaching and accommodating 
people from different areas, of different cultures, 
and of different abilities.

    When we study all the religious scriptures, 
we will  fi  nd that  al l  the principles,  the 
directions, and the goals are the same. They 
all teach people to refrain from wrongdoing 
and to cultivate good deeds; to end delusion 
and attain enlightenment; and to transform 
from an ordinary person to a saint. From this 
perspective, we will realize that there is only 
one true God (Dharma Nature). All religions 
have common ground.

    Therefore, different religions can unite to 
cooperate to teach their followers to cultivate 
the virtues of sincerity, purity of mind, 
non-discrimination, loving-kindness, and peace; 
to accept, respect, love, and trust one another; to 

be humble and tolerant of one another; to care 
for and cooperate with one another. Together, we 
can turn this world into Heaven or the Western 
Pure Land. This is our mission when we become 
teachers of religious education. We should make 
every effort to move towards this goal. Then all 
disasters will be avoided, and world peace and 
stability will be achieved. Happiness will indeed 
prevail.

Some Suggestions on Implementation of the Some Suggestions on Implementation of the 
Education of Loving-kindness and PeaceEducation of Loving-kindness and Peace

    I take the liberty of putting forward two 
suggestions on how to implement the education 
of loving-kindness and peace.

I.   Satellite Television and Internet Education

    First, we can set up a program called "The 
Great Hall of Loving-kindness and Peace" on 
satellite television. Teachers would be selected 
and appointed by UNESCO to propagate the 
principles of “fi lial piety, fraternal love, loyalty, 
trustworthiness, courteousness, justice, honor, 
loving-kindness, and peace,” to teach moral 
values and to promote religious education. The 
program should be broadcast in four languages: 
English, Chinese, Spanish and Arabic. Other 
languages can be translated from these four.

When we reconcile grave When we reconcile grave 
animosity, no remaining hatred or animosity, no remaining hatred or 

resentment should be left untended.resentment should be left untended.
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    In the beginning, we can purchase time 
blocks, hopefully in prime time, from existing 
satellite television stations and broadcast our 
program one hour a day so that people from 
all over the world can view it. Gradually we 
can increase the airtime. Ultimately, we should 
set up our own satellite television station to 
ensure 24-hour broadcasting of programs on the 
education of morality and peace.

    The teachers and lecturers should be selected 
by UNESCO. They should be morally respected 
and learned elders. Ideally they should be 
retired university professors. Their words should 
not disrupt the stability of any society or race. 
Their words should benefi t every race and every 
country.

    Should any country be interested in providing 
sponsorship, that country could provide a piece 
of land and build a recording studio complex 
with suitable accommodation facilities. The 
teachers and lecturers would be invited to the 
studio complex for one month to record their 
teachings, which would undergo censorship by 
UNESCO. The teachings that are considered to 
be of no threat to the stability of any society can 
be broadcast in four languages worldwide. We 
can start this stage immediately so as to provide 
materials for the satellite television program. I 
believe that we can see good results after one 
year of broadcasting.

    I have been promoting the teachings of the 
Buddha for forty-six years. For the past two 
decades, with the help of many supporters, we 
have distributed numerous cassette tapes, video 
tapes, CDs and DVDs of lectures on the sutras. 
It was not until six years ago that I started to 
use the Internet. Last year, satellite television 
broadcasting was introduced. These means of 
communication have greatly benefi ted many 
Buddhist practitioners around the world.

    If the United Nations could promote 

long-distance learning using high technology, 
I believe that positive results achieved by 
the UN in one year will surpass what we 
have done over the past twenty years. I also 
believe that after one year, global security 
will improve dramatically. After seeing these 
results, other countries will also wish to follow 
suit. People will return to their true nature 
of honesty and kindness, and social stability, 
economic prosperity, and world peace will 
prevail. These approaches are truly the answers 
to the prevention of world disasters. If these 
approaches can be implemented, you will be the 
angels of God and the saviours of this world.

    Should the UN want to set up such an 
education program, I defi nitely will advertise 
it on the satellite television to help raise funds. 
I would like to provide ten hours of free 
broadcasting time each day on my satellite 
television station to the UN. I would only 
provide assistance and would not participate 
in the administration and management of the 
program. I sincerely wish the UN could one day 
have its own global education satellite television 
station.

The International School of Loving-kindness The International School of Loving-kindness 
and Peaceand Peace

    There must be qualifi ed successors to carry 
on the propagation of these sacred teachings. 
Under the UN’s leadership, one country could 
provide a piece of land to establish a big campus 
which will have kindergarten classes all the way 
to graduate school. Students can nurture a high 
standard of morality from a very young age 
as well as acquire a wide range of knowledge. 
This way, they will not be contaminated by the 
outside world. Even their entertainment will 
be of the best quality and of a positive nature. 
Loving and compassionate people will be hired 
to take care of the students at school.

    As stated before, the staff should be virtuous 
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and learned teachers who are selected from all 
over the world by UNESCO.

    This international school will recruit 
students from all over the world. The teaching 
objective is “To treat others with fi lial piety, 
fraternal love, loyalty, and trustworthiness, 
and loving-kindness; to coexist with others 
courteously, justly, honourably, and peacefully."

    The objective of the international school is the 
same as that of the satellite television teaching 
program: to train sages who can help the world. 
Students are to be trained by the school at an 
early age. In the beginning, applicants for the 
university and graduate school are to be referred 
by world-famous universities. The primary 
criterion for admission is the student’s morality. 
I believe that there must be many far-sighted 
parents who would like to send their children to 
this school for their education.

    This International School of Loving-kindness 
and Peace should teach the students to have 
the concept of “cultivating oneself, putting the 
family in order, governing the country properly, 
and making the world a peaceful place.” The 
starting point is self-cultivation. Great Learning 
of Confucianism says “From the emperor 
to an ordinary person, self-cultivation is the 
foundation.”

    In self-cultivation, people should be fi lial to 
parents while at home and have fraternal love 
for everyone in society. In addition, his words 
should be trustworthy, and his behavior should 
be sincere and respectful. In interacting with 
other people, he should follow the rules of “Do 
not do to others what you do not want to be done 
to you,” and “When our actions do not get the 
expected results, we should examine ourselves.” 
These rules are the same as the loving-kindness 
that Confucius taught. We should treat others 
the way we wish to be treated. 

    The rule “When our actions do not get the 
expected results, we should examine ourselves
” teaches us to repent and mend our ways 
sincerely. I often remind my students that, 
when they are involved in a confl ict, they 
should always try to admit that they are at fault 
and that others are right. This will make them 
to constantly strive to mend their ways and 
improve themselves. The History of Lu says 
that the foundation of all of one’s undertakings 
is  se l f -cul t ivat ion,  and that  successful  
self-cultivation leads to successful governing 
of the country. Therefore, we start from 
self-cultivation. The Buddha and Confucius all 
started from cultivating themselves before they 
taught others. If we can do this, there is hope for 
world peace.

    In order to guarantee the teaching quality, we 
need to concentrate all of our human, fi nancial, 
and material resources. We should not consider 
building other campuses for the time being. 
We can provide scholarships and student loans 
to encourage talented students to attend this 
school. I would like to set up a scholarship for 
this school.

    We will provide our limited resources to help 
and support this great undertaking. We deeply 
believe that peace-lovers throughout the world 
will also extend their greatest support for this 
project. Then there will be hope for the world in 
the 21st century. I am indeed fortunate to have 
this opportunity to offer my humble opinions 
on this topic. Any comments will be greatly 
appreciated.

    Finally, I wish you all good health, happiness, 
and the best of good fortune! Thank you all!

Chin Kung, Hon. Ph.D.
President,  Pure Land Learning College, 
Australia
Honorary Professor, Griffi th University and the 
University of Queensland, Australia  
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Loving kindness and Loving kindness and 
universal love for all.universal love for all.
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Sincerity, Purity, Equality,Compassion, Sincerity, Purity, Equality,Compassion, 
See through to the Truth, Let go, See through to the Truth, Let go, 

Be Liberated, In Accord With Condition, Be Liberated, In Accord With Condition, 
Chant Amitabha Buddha’s Name.Chant Amitabha Buddha’s Name.
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- Equality -
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Always be compassionate and Always be compassionate and 
tolerant for all.tolerant for all.
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-  Peace -



May we all fi nd encouragement in these words.

Chin Kung at the age of 78
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to benefit all beings and to promote

world peace.
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Master Chin Kung's
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Coverage in China
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Y a e - H o n g  H s u ,

bet te r  known by h is

Buddhist name Vener-

able  Shi  Chin Kung,

was born in February

o f  1 9 2 7  i n  L u j i a n g

County,  Anhui  Prov-

ince of China.  For thir-

teens years, under the

g u i d a n c e  o f  t h r e e

teachers successively,

eminent professor Dong-Mei Fang, Tibetan Liv-

ing Buddha Master Zhang Jia, and well known

Buddhist Dharma Master Bing-Nan Lee, Vener-

able Master Chin Kung studied diligently of Bud-

dhist sutras, history and philosophy.  He is well

versed in numerous Buddhist sutras, discussions

of various Buddhist  schools,  and also in the

teachings of Confucianism, Taoism, Catholicism,

Islam and other religions.  He has spent most of

his time and effort in studying, practicing and

teaching Pure Land Buddhism in which he at-

tained his greatest achievements.

In 1959, Master Chin Kung became a monk

at Linji Temple of Yuanshan, Taipei and was given

the Buddhist name Chin Kung.  After receiving

full ordination, he began lecturing and propa-

gating the Buddha¡¦s teachings in Taiwan and

abroad.  For more than forty years, he has con-

tinuously given lectures on the Five Sutras of Pure

l a n d  S c h o o l ,  F l o w e r  A d o r n m e n t  S u t r a ,

Surangama Sutra, Complete Enlightenment Sutra

and many others.  To date, at the age nearly 80,

he is still happily and tirelessly lecturing daily.

Due to the world conflicts and turbulence in the

recent years, Master Chin Kung has been busily

promoting the value of reintroducing traditional

educational system around the world.  However,

upon every return to the Pure Land Learning

College, he resumes his lectures.  In year 1998,

Master has started to give lectures series on

Flower Adornment Sutra, and been sustaining 4

hours teaching daily tirelessly since.   As of today,

more than 2500 hours of lectures have already

given.

True s inceri ty,  puri ty of  mind, equal i ty,

proper understanding, compassion, see through,

let go, attain freedom, accord with conditions

and be mindful of  Buddha Amitabha are ten

main practicing guidance and principles that

Master Chin Kung has summarized from more

than 50 years of practicing experience.  He initi-

ated the use of modern high technology; through

TV satellite and internet to achieve 24 hours 7

days a week long distance learning of Buddhism

and teachings of saint and sages.  Through the

implementation of his goal of world peace and

unity among rel igion, races and culture,  the

Master has shown great compassion and indis-

crimination for all.

Since 1977, Master Chin Kung has begun to

accept invitations to lecture abroad.  He exten-

sively promoted the idea of Pure Land Learning

Association and Pure Land Learning College,

forms of organizations dedicated for practicing,

for the distribution of Buddhism books and me-

dia products, and for fostering Dharma lecture

successors.  Over the past several decades, there

PROFILE OF VENERABLE MASTER CHIN KUNG



have been more than 120 such organizations

established around the world.   Master Chin Kung

has printed and freely distributed over ten mil-

lions books of sutras, discourses on Buddhism,

and other related books.  Moreover, there are

over 1700 sets of Great Buddhist Cannon printed

and freely offered to libraries, universities and

Buddhism organizations.  For the purpose of train-

ing more qualified lecturers to carry on the im-

portant work of propagating Buddhism, in 1995,

Singapore Buddhist  Lodge and the Amitabha

Buddhist Society of Singapore jointly sponsored

a Buddhism lecturers training program; in 2001,

there was the establishment of Pure Land Learn-

ing College Association, Inc in Australia, also as

a training ground.  Both establishments have

since been under the guidance of Master Chin

Kung.

Carrying the responsibility of “learning to be

a teacher, acting as a role model”, in every place

he has lived, Master Chin Kung has always done

his best to promote peace and unity among dif-

ferent groups as well as the values of learning

moral principles.   In 1985, Master Chin Kung

immigrated to the United States.  During the time

he lived there, he won the awards from both

city of Dallas and the state of Texas as Honorary

Citizen.  After two years of migrating to Austra-

lia in 2002, he was awarded the Honorary Doc-

tor of  Universi ty and Honorary Professor by

Griffith University, and Honorary Doctor of Uni-

versity and Adjunct Professor by University of

Queensland.    In  Apr i l  2004,  he was again

awarded the Honorary Doctor of University by

University of Southern Queensland.

Since 1998, to genuinely put the doctrines

of Flower Adornment Sutra into practice, the

Master has had the vision of every religion is

about education of divine love and kindness, the

God from every religion is manifestation of the

same One God, an idea of  mult icul ture.   In

Singapore, he encouraged communication to

gain mutual understanding among nine differ-

ent religious groups, and invites the leaders of

the nine religious groups every week to give lec-

tures to the public in Singapore Buddhist Lodge.

At the same time, he has also taken the time to

participate in Multicultural Forum hosted by Ab-

original and Minority Group of Queensland.

Australian Minister for Citizenship and

Multicultural Affairs,

Hon. Gary Hardgrave, MP

Australian Attorney-General,

Hon. Philip Ruddock, MP
Australian Minister for Foreign Affairs,

Hon. Alexander Downer, MP



As a representative of Griffith University,

Master Chin Kung was invited to attend and give

a speech in the Network of Universities and In-

st i tutions for Asia-Pacif ic Peace-Building and

Conflict Prevention, facilitated by the UPEACE

Asia Pacific Programme, in Bangkok, Thailand

in July 2003.  August of the same year, he was

invited by the Australia Council for the Promo-

tion of Peaceful Reunification of China(ACPPRC)

to the Eyes on Tibet Charity Gala Dinner, a char-

ity event that raised money in helping cure cata-

racts patients in Tibet.

In October of 2003, Venerable Master Chin

Kung was  inv i ted  by  the  Vice  Pres ident  o f

Indonesia, Dr. Hamzah Haz, to visit Indonesia.

During this initial visit, Master shared his thoughts

with many of f ic ials  and rel igious leaders of

Indonesia.  In the conversation with former Presi-

dent Mr. Wahid, Master proposed constructive

suggest ion for  the country’s  uni f icat ion and

peace, and emphasized the importance of propa-

gating religious education. While in Indonesia,

Master Chin Kung received tremendous welcome

and was asked to come back to Indonesia for

lec tures .    Min i s te r  o f  Re l ig ious  Af fa i r s  o f

Indonesia, Prof. Dr. Said Agil, invited Master

again to Indonesia in February, 2004.  During

the speech titled “Humanity, Love and World

Peace”, Master shared his view: that in order to

obtain stable society and world peace, it had to

be built upon reintroducing the moral teaching

of saints and sages.

January, 2004, Venerable Master Chin Kung,

representing Griffith University, was invited to

attend the 2004 Okayama NGO Summit for In-

ternational Contribution held by Okayama Topia

f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n t r i b u t i o n  ( O T I C )  i n

Okayama to discuss the topic “Education for

Sustainable Development”.  During several days

of discussion and knowledge exchange with dis-

t inguished representat ives f rom al l  over the

world, Master pointed out an ideology from an-

cient saints and sages, “to build a country and to

guide its citizen, one must start by educating its

people”; furthermore, he explained that all the

rel igions were education of  compassion and

kindness, in order to solve the current problems

of social crisis and global unrest, one had to first

solve his inner conflicts and unrests.  Only if

everyone would introspect oneself to find peace

and purity within, this world would have a bright

fu tu re .  Wi th  h i s  compass ion ,  Mas te r  Ch in

Kung¡¦s sincere speech with easily comprehen-

sible explanation left deep impression to his au-

dience who la ter  expressed admira t ion and

gratitude.

Nine Religions Gathering Together








